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l.
The only road from the USSR to Mongolis
50X1 was the one beginning near Chita (§2° 03' N - 113° 30' E)

50X1

50X1

50X1

Mongolian Route

apd going to Undur-Khan (47° 19'N - 110° 39'E) on the Karulep River
in Mongolia. An old-gravel roed, sixty kilometers in lengih,
contiml‘ly recrossed the railroad track on the Trans-Siberien
Railroad between the Chita amd Darasun (520 18'S - 115° 40° E)
stetions. In 1936  |plans to build a mew road betweem
ﬂhita smi-Darasun fTom three to five kilometers from the railrosd

- din’ order ‘Yo avold the comtimual crossimgs. The road from Darasun

went gouth toward the Mongolismn korder, ‘passing ebout four kilometers
t0 the morthwest of Aksha (5e° 16* ¥ - 113° 17' E) and then on to
Khapcherenga (49° k2' ¥ - 112° 10° n) In 1936, the rosd from
Darasun was changed from a third class road to a second class road
end it was moved ome to two kilometers to the easy of Khapcherenga,
continuing on to the Mongolisn border at Nizhmiy Chibkhun as a
second class road. From the Monmgolien border, there was & third
class rosd that continued on to Undwr-Khen, which was finished in
1936." Tm 1937, orders were received to change the rosd from the
Mongolian border into a second class rosd up to the point where it
crossed the river Uldza (49° 56° N - 115° 31' E) and to build a
sirategically important second class road from that point to Baintumen
{48° Ok* N - 1140 30°'E) near the Manchurien border. The bridge
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sic%xi ’—‘ 50X1

_over the Vldza vwas sbout sixty meters lomg and eight meters wide,
with two lgnes of traffic in each direction. The oaly other
large bridge on the rosd was the ome ‘crossing the river Onan
(51° b1* W - 115° 47* E) mear the Mongolian border, which was a
Fermil @au type.

2. There was relatively little traffic over the rosd| |
50X1 maintenance crews smd,very occasionally, military vehicles crossing
the border. The pa.rt of the road between Khapcheremga and Darasun
was more hesvily utilized as large tim minmes were located in
' ;th.pcheram There were about tem three-ton Zis trucks per day
carrying tin from: Khapcherengs to Darasun. At Derasun the tin was
loaded omto freight cars. On the return trip to Khapcheremga, the
_trucks carrled supplies for the workers at the {im mines. There were
“wilitery garrisoms in both Undur-Khan and Baimtwmen, but their
supplies did mot comie on the road from Darasum to Undwr-Khan.
Ingtead, they were tramsported by train aloag the Trams-Siberian
Railvay to & statiom mear the Msmchurian border, smnd thea by Zis
truck: into ilwsoliﬁ along an 9ld Cwist road which runs near and
perallel to the Manchurian border down to Baintumen. The supplies
for;: the garri.son &t Wndm'-xhan were carriea on.an ald roa.d. fm T
nam _";, s : . PR i I S

3. There. :I.n mther mczd inte Momgolis. \ \
50X1 batweea ﬂlm-Ude and Ylan-Bator, crossing the Mengollien berder. at.
Kyakhte (500 20' N - 106°.30'E). This rosd had.not been mletely
S0X1  finished. in 1939, \
50X1 | ‘It/wes built not as & commercial rdute, but for
s'hra.tqgj,c and militsry purposes, and bad. very 1little traffic.

lor r Check Points
re were nc. extensive border checking errangements on the roads
50X1 mtp Mongolis lbecause the traffic om
them was s0 negligible. There were felrly gtrict contraband @ ..
regulations -to.prevent the smuggling of. cheap Mongolian goods. into tfxe
USSRy The Soviet guthorities used Mongolis as a dumping ground for
any: excess. goods, ‘end prices in Mongdlia .were: therefore much cheaper.
A-sult thet could resdily be bought in Mougoli& for.about 150 turics
in, 1938 (equivelent to about.200 rubles) would cost 800, to 1000 rubles
in the USSR Boots cestimg 15.turics in Mongolia (about 20 rubles),
would cost 100 rubles. in the USSR, Many commddities were thus four or
five times more wq Ve in the USSR than in Mongolis: The Soviet
authmties, .wavefor et up very strict regulatioms to comtrol 'hhe
tinances of any Soviet yersommel working im Mongolis, such as the
dvproximetely twemty Smriet maintemance personnel staticned mear; the
Ulﬁza. River on the Dargsun to Undur-Khan road,”, The persommel -
received only 10% of their sslary in Mongolisn turics, and the rest
vzp déposited ia a. bank: in.Ashkea.in Russisp rubles. There wére also
gtandard regu ations set. up-for. ‘these workers, as to the qusntity, of
ceftain commodities which they could buy. A member of the Soviet road
nisintens crev- in; Mongolis. for imstance, was pe:mitted to, buy: ope
‘Batt im: Muugalia if. e worked there six months, two. suits if he. worked
there. ope yesr, amd three suits if he worked there two years. . 'bhe
guards at the border control pointe on.the roads between the USSR
snd’ Mongol:la checked the documents and also searched for any contraband.
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There were four or five soldiers of the NKVD border guard at the border
eontrol points, both on the Darasun to-UnduriKhan road end the old
Czarist roasd near the Manchurian border ledding to Baimtumen. In 1938,
the :border ‘control- point ot the ‘Tarssun to-Undur-Khan roed wes established
as en internstional frontier- crossing with-customs inspection. The
rodd to Baintumen always hsd s customs inspection station at the
. border, probably because it was so near to Manchuria. All vehicles
_Wavelling ‘across the border on the Parasun-to:Undur-Khan roed hed
o get ddcuments £rém the’ Régional Highvay Administration permitting
them’to make the trip dcross the- brerder, theseé 'documents  were exerined
by the border: guatds." “Pérmission for* vehicle crossings ints Mongoliz
from the VSR was obt‘a‘t.na'blé in chita, ‘an‘office at the Uldze River
bridge on the Ddresun’to’ Undnr-lcnan road issued permission for'véhicles
h‘bo cross ‘Troim Mongalia. ‘to the USSR: Tn-addition ‘to vehicle: -permits,
,1ndiv:l.aual pemi‘bs ‘were requir‘ed for each” person crcssing the Méngolien ;
_ bYorder. The border ¢héék peints, howevér, did ‘not usua.lly é‘m:;e more thsn B
23 fifteen minute de;l;s.y in pass‘ége. v T : ‘
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